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LA PAZ CENTRO/AMHERST SISTER CITY COMMITTEE 

Fiscal Year 2008 

 

Active Members 

Alice Allen 

Cindy Asebrook 

Carol & Paul Baker 

Mark & Nancy Haffey 

Jeannie Jones 

Chuck & Nancy Milch 

Kathy & Walter Mullin 

Mary Santiago 

Lyle Seger 

Anne & Ed Stanek 

 

Our major effort in La Paz Centro continues to be the scholarship program that supports 26 

students through their high school graduation.  We support the students not only with school fees 

and uniforms, but also through tutoring and enrichment field trips.  It is a rigorous program, 

which means there is some turnover if students can’t maintain the necessary grades.  Students 

who leave the program are immediately replaced by other students.  The result is that the 

graduates of the program are very strong students with leadership promise, who do their best to 

continue on to college or trade schools. 

 

The committee sent three delegates (one who covered his own flight) to La Paz Centro in June, 

2008.  They met with numerous people and thoroughly reviewed the program.  Following 

feedback on this visit, the Amherst committee decided to fund the purchase of a small piece of 

land adjacent to the Community Center to ensure its permanent use for community recreational 

purposes.  The Community Center has become the center of an impressive new development 

area in the town.   

 

One of our primary goals for this coming year is to try to increase the committee membership in 

La Paz Centro in order that it be more representative of the whole community.  We also plan to 

send a committee delegation annually, as the insight gained into the program through these visits 

is invaluable.  We are hoping to develop some programs that have greater community outreach in 

the future. 

 

We continue to support the Sister City program through three major annual fundraising efforts: 

1. A September Tag Sale on the Town Common 

2. A fundraising letter sent out in November 

3. Coffee sales at Town Meeting 

 

Over the years, we have attempted various projects, some of which have been successful and 

others of which are being phased out, but the scholarship program continues to be strong and 

well-supported by our colleagues in La Paz Centro.  The students in La Paz Centro continue to 

be extremely grateful for the help provided by the Town of Amherst. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Anne Z. Stanek, Chairperson 


